CHAPTER   X.
THE DRUNKARD'S BRIGADE.
HUNDREDS of habitual drunkards have been soundly converted and reformed in connection with our ordinary spiritual work in India, Probably there are not less than 500 such enrolled in our ranks in this country, and turned into staunch and perpetual abstainers.
The terrible nature of the drinks and drugs consumed by the Natives, I have already had occasion to describe, as also .the increasingly large number of those who are becoming enchained by the habit.
In connection with our present Social Reform, special efforts will be made to reach this class. They will be personally dealt with, and placed as far as possible in circumstances that shall put them beyond the reach of their besetting temptation.
For some time past our Officers, more especially those in Charge of the Prison Gate work, have visited liquor-shops and opium and ganja dens, speaking personally to the frequenters, and in some cases distributing among them suitable appeals and warnings in regard to the fatal consequences of the habit.
Untimately it is intended to establish homes for the most hopeless class of inebriates, both for those habituated to liquor and for those who are the slaves of the still more fatal drugs, such as opium and bhang.